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AUDITIONS

Do you play a string, brass, woodwind or percussion instrument?
Then you could play in the Somerset County Youth Orchestra (SCYO) or Somerset County Youth Concert Band (SCYCB)
WHO ARE WE?

We are the top county instrumental groups and we play real music, ie no simplified versions - exactly the same music and parts as professional musicians.  We give concerts all over the county and abroad.  We meet for a few days in the Christmas and Easter school holidays for intensive rehearsals that end with a concert.  We also arrange a residential course in the summer, usually during the last week of the term.
INSTRUMENTS

The Concert Band consists of full woodwind, brass and percussion/drums sections. 

The Orchestra has smaller woodwind, brass and percussion sections, with a large string section.

CAN ANYONE JOIN?

You need to be at least grade 5 standard to join.  Competition for some places can be quite tough.  Most players join the groups before they are 16 and some are as young as 12.  The sections are led by very experienced players and during courses, we arrange for tutors to lead sectionals. 
THE AUDITION

Auditions are held in October each year and last fifteen minutes.  They are quite informal and you’ll have the opportunity to chat with some of the staff from each group.  You’ll need to bring a prepared piece to play and will be asked to do some sight-reading and asked to play a few appropriate scales.

COST

The orchestra and band have an annual subscription of £130 to help towards the costs of tutors, venues and music.  The summer residential course does carry some extra expense.  A foreign tour can cost up to £450 per person, but payment can be spread throughout the year.
WHAT NEXT?

Collect an audition form, or download it from our website (address below), fill it in and send it to Somerset Music as soon as possible.  You can choose to audition for one or both groups – just tick the appropriate boxes – although you can only become a member of one as the courses run at the same time.  Once we receive your form, we will send you an audition date and time.  We look forward to hearing from you.

Keith Thomas

Sarah Alsop


Martin Wills

Glyn Bowen
Conductor SCYCB
Manager SCYCB

Manager SCYO

Manager SCYO
Somerset Music: 01823 348262
www.somersetmusic.somerset.org.uk
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AUDITION FORM
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SOMERSET COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA (SCYO)

SOMERSET COUNTY YOUTH CONCERT BAND (SCYCB)

Name: …………………………………………………………Age: …………………………

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………Postcode:……………………………………

Telephone No: …………………………..E-mail:……………………………………………

School: ………………………………………………………………………………………...

Instrument(s): …………………………………………………………………………………

Instrument Teacher: ………………………………………………………………………….

Experience/Exams Taken: …………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

I would prefer to attend auditions at:

Strode College, Street  –  Monday 13 October 2014
(
Heathfield Community School, Taunton – Tuesday 14 October 2014
(


I wish to be considered for the following groups: (please tick)

Somerset County Youth Orchestra (SCYO)



(
Somerset County Youth Concert Band (SCYCB)


(
You are welcome to include any other relevant information including a letter of recommendation from your instrumental teacher.


Please return by post by the Friday 3rd October to:  Somerset Music, C/O SCIL, Cheddon Road, Taunton, TA2 7QP or by e-mail to somersetmusic@somerset.gov.uk. 










