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Primary Music Conference

17th May 2018
Please find below information on the keynote speaker, workshops and people delivering them:
Ula Webber
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 “I have yet to see anyone mesmerise 250 children at a time more than Ula. From first meeting she has the children completely under her spell, inspiring confidence & belief that they can do something extraordinary together.” Edward Armitage, JAM Chairman 

A former “Outstanding” (Ofsted 2004) primary school teacher, Ula is a leading conductor, teacher trainer and workshop leader, whose work has taken her around the UK and as far afield as Hong Kong, Uganda, Ukraine, Thailand, China and New Zealand. 

Ula is an expert in developing choral and classroom singing and has delivered singing strategies for Sandwell and Dudley Music Hubs. She has had a number of songs and arrangements published and is the co-founder of music education organization Vocal Point. Ula sings with the renowned choir Ex Cathedra and is one of their lead education vocal tutors. She co-created Ex Cathedra Education’s internationally acclaimed and award-winning Singing Playgrounds project. 

A trained choral conductor, Ula currently conducts CBSO SO Vocal (a 200-strong community choir run by the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra), the HSBC Choir in Birmingham and the Birmingham City Council Choir (as featured in the 2013 BBC2 programme ‘The Choir’, with Gareth Malone). She is the founder and Musical Director of Echo Doliny (The National Polish folk choir) and the National Teachers’ Choir. Most recently Ula has been appointed conductor of the CBSO Children’s Chorus. 

As Head of Events for the National Choral Organisation, Sing for Pleasure (SfP), Ula organises conducting and singing courses across the UK and abroad. She regularly tutors on SfP conductor training courses and is Course Director for their annual Summer School. 

Ula guest conducts at national and international events and is regularly invited to lead singing, training, and corporate workshops for choirs and organisations including ABCD, BBC, G4S, Glyndebourne, NYCOS, Music Mark, Sing Up, Sistema Scotland, the UK Choir Festival and numerous Music Hubs across the UK.
Sing Yourself Happy

Singing is good for us, with plenty of new research to prove it. In this session we will explore repertoire that helps promote wellbeing in children, staff and the whole school community. From singing games that develop teamwork and confidence to brand new songs that develop a sense of community, there will be plenty of ideas to take back to the classroom as well as songs that simply make you want to sing together. 

Somerset Music
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Somerset Music inspires young people from all of Somerset to make music together, unlocking the musician within. We deliver music lessons to all group sizes, ensembles, events, conferences workshops and bespoke training for all your musical tuition needs. Somerset Music delivers a range of whole class and large group music, in the main, these sessions are delivered to children in Key Stage 2 but the service does also work with KS1 and KS3/4. Somerset Music, in partnership with Jackdaws, is leading the Singing Strategy for the county.  

Somerset Music is responsible for running the Somerset County Youth Orchestra, Youth Choir and Concert Band, as well as local and county ensembles and large scale events such as the Christmas Concert and Music Spectaculars. Somerset Music offers low cost instrument hire to children and young people across Somerset.
Kirsten Wordley

Kirsten Wordley is an experienced music teacher and trainer who has been teaching for over 20 years. She graduated in 1994 with a BA Hons Degree in Music and continued to obtain a PGCE at Secondary Music level before starting her teaching career in Exeter. She has worked/works with all key stages, and was a Head of Music in secondary schools prior to her work with Somerset Music and current position of Deputy Director. Her current work includes WCET teaching, Singing CPD, workshop delivery, organisation of the Singing Strategy for the county and delivery of Singing Festivals. Kirsten also does freelance work and is a Teachers Rock Associate, leading adult and youth choirs across the South West. She is passionate about the impact and influence music can have on the lives of people of all ages.
Delivering a successful music lesson; the logistics (KS2)
A discussion led workshop on how to plan and deliver a successful music lesson. Obtaining a balance between teacher led and practical activities, and how to manage the practical group work tasks whilst ensuring inclusivity for all pupils. 
Chris Large 

Chris Large has been delivering Whole Class Ensemble Tuition (WCET) and drum tuition for several years across the county and is an experienced practitioner in this area. In addition to this work he leads percussion workshops and ensembles across the South West and is recognized in this area of work.

Improvisation workshop (KS1 & 2)
A fun, energetic workshop focusing on Improvisation within a primary school class setting.

We will look at using rhythm games, rhythm grids, Mnemonics, easily accessible activities and ideas guaranteed to get your class playing and improvising together.

We will predominantly be using percussion instruments throughout the workshop, however please feel free to bring along a wind or string instrument should you wish!

Nicola Thompson
Nicola has been teaching music and singing in primary schools in Cambridge and Somerset for 14 years. Nicola works as a WCET (Whole Class Ensemble Tuition) tutor for Somerset Music as well as delivering workshops to schools and teachers as part of the Somerset Singing Strategy.  In addition Nicola spends part of her week teaching music for the Levels Academy Schools. She has conducted mass choirs of 200 children as part of the Bath and Wells MAT Academy celebration of song at Wells Cathedral and has organised and led singing festivals for local Bridgwater Primary schools.  Nicola also organises the Bridgwater Singing festivals held at the McMillan Theatre in July.
Boomwhakers KS1
Musical fun with Boomwhackers. Lots of practical games and songs which cover the music curriculum. You will come away with a number of different ideas and activities to use with your own pupils. 
Boomwhakers KS2

A variety of songs, games and resources to teach the music curriculum. 

We will cover C major musical scales, chords, pentatonic scale and lots of other fun musical ideas! A practical workshop that will give you plenty of inspiration and activities to use back in your own schools.

Writing a music Policy KS1 and 2

Looking at how to put together a music policy and what you need to include. 

We can write a generic one together to take back to school.
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Rocktopus are a well known successful rock band for kids and families, made up of two trained and experienced primary teachers. Tom and Andy are now using their love of music and creativity, along with their experience of teaching to deliver exciting and inspiring workshops in schools. Their cross curricular music, PE and literacy workshop days are entitled ‘Rock The Sport’, and utilise Sports Premium funding to create and record sport and fitness albums with children in schools. After an exciting and inspiring ‘Rock The Sport’ day, the school gets their own interactive music CD, written and recorded with the help of every child in the school. Schools have been using their CDs in PE lessons, music lessons and as brain breaks or wake and shake sessions. 

Visit www.rocktopusmusic.com
The band also deliver ‘The Rocktopus Experience’, interactive music making and songwriting sessions using voice and instruments. 
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An interactive Songwriting & PE workshop
Highly successful rock band for kids and school workshop providers Rocktopus, share their songwriting technique as you write and record an original interactive song to take back and use in your school. Be a part of a collaborative songwriting experience which you can repeat with your children, having learned the skills to write songs about ANYTHING! 
Charlotte Law

Charlotte is Sing Up's Learning Executive. Having gained a Degree in Arts Education, she has built up a wide range of experience as a workshop facilitator, freelance arts animateur, trainer, Primary School Teacher and Music coordinator. She also sits on the board as trustee of the Sing Up Foundation. 

Sing Up for primary teachers: Teach the music curriculum through song
 
What’s covered?
In this practical session, we’ll explore the Sing Up website and understand how to find relevant materials and resources to get the best out of Membership. We’ll look at ways of increasing staff confidence and tips on teaching a song. There will be a focus on fully understanding the elements of music in action and how to create successful music lessons. There’ll also be a brief introduction to Sing Up Music and broad guidance on assessment. 
 
 
Outcomes for teachers
· Know how to use songs creatively to teach the music curriculum 
· Understand the inter-related dimensions of music more fully

· Greater confidence in teaching singing

· Deeper knowledge of the website and the Song Bank and how to choose appropriate material

· Practical tips and songs to use straightaway

 
Using the Sing Up approach will support pupils to develop
·         Greater confidence in singing 
· Their musicianship (i.e. understand of rhythm and pitch)
· Broader skills, including coordination, concertation and independence 

Sing Up for Choirs: Improve your school choir (primary)
 
What’s covered? 
Discover ways to improve your school choir starting with the voice and how to produce a good sound through to selecting repertoire and exploring leading techniques that will achieve a good ensemble whether you’re singing in unison or parts. 
 
Who is it for?
We can tailor this session to those working with primary schools/ a combination of KS2 and 3/ or with secondary age pupils. This is for those who have made a start with a choir but want to develop and improve the choirs’ singing and performance. 
 
Outcomes for teachers:
· Practical methods to develop healthy, accurate and expressive singing

· Understanding how to achieve a good vocal ensemble

· Improved understanding in leading techniques

· Deeper knowledge of the website and the Song Bank 

· Practical tips and songs to use straightaway

 
Using the Sing Up approach will support pupils to develop
· Pitching and rhythmic accuracy
· Expressive singing

· Ensemble singing skills including how to watch the leader, blend their voices and sing with an awareness of the other singers

Ruth Garbett

Ruth Garbett is an Advisor to The Cedar Centre Autism Base at Heathfield Community School, a large comprehensive secondary school near Taunton, where she was a Special Needs Co-ordinator for many years. Ruth has taught children across the whole range of ages and she has been a playgroup supervisor.  She has a wide range of experience of both mainstream students and students with additional needs.

About The Cedar Centre
The Cedar Centre is a purpose built facility designed to support students with autism to access mainstream school life at Heathfield Community School.  Opened in 2012 the Centre aims to promote inclusion and enable students to become independent learners; encourage and support students in academic and social processes of school life.
“If they can’t learn the way we teach, we teach the way they learn” O. Ivar Lovaas
'Music speaks louder than words -  how to include children with Autism.' (KS1 & 2)
A brief overview of Autism and a longer look at how it may impact on Music lessons in school.  Strategies, techniques and sharing of ideas in order to help all of us reach out to everyone we teach.
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Analie Hart – Regional CPD & Training Manager Charanga
Analie has been teaching classroom music for nearly 9 years, both in Australia and in the UK.  Before that she was a general classroom KS1 teacher.  For the last two years she has been delivering training sessions for Charanga Musical School whilst still enjoying teaching music 2 days a week in Gloucester.  She is also lucky enough to visit schools in Gloucestershire to deliver music support sessions and generally help with music provision.  

 
 
Charanga Musical School for NEW users
A fresh approach to the primary music curriculum...
This session will focus on the Scheme from the award winning Musical School programme. 

We will see how the National Curriculum for Music can be brought to life through the use of modern repertoire and integrated activities of singing, playing, creating and listening, and, how the childrens' learning develops through the primary years.

The session will end with a brief overview of the vast library of resources contained within the Freestyle section and the recently added Charanga Sing.

 

 

Charanga Musical School for ADVANCED users
Making the most of Musical School ...
This workshop is aimed at more experienced users of Musical School and will focus on building your own lessons to use in the classroom, or to share with your pupils through Music World, practically exploring new resources such as Music Explorer and Percussion Writer and an overview of the Assessment Framework.

There will be plenty of time to ask any questions you may have.
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